ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC ISLAND LEGISLATURES                     
   Res. No.  47-BOD-06

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  


Resolution No. 47-BOD-06

“Relative to expressing the sincerest appreciation of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures to Senator Lou Leon Guerrero for her contribution to the APIL Organization.”

WHEREAS, Senator Lou Leon Guerrero, affectionately known as “Senator Lou” was born on November 8, 1950 to Jesus Sablan (deceased) and Eugenia Aflague Leon Guerrero and is sister to Jesse and Tony (deceased); and 

WHEREAS, she is married to Attorney Jeff Cook and they are the proud parents of Joaquin and Mariana; and 

WHEREAS, after graduating from high school in 1968  from the Academy of Lady of Guam, driven by her desire to help the sick, the elderly and the disadvantaged, Senator Lou went on to obtain her Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from California State University of Los Angeles in 1972; and 

WHEREAS, in 1974, Sen. Lou completed a masters degree in Public Health from University of California State University of Los Angeles; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou, wanting to gain professional experience as a nurse and nurse manager working in a hospital setting with critical care patients, obtained her  California nursing certificate and began her decade long tenure as a registered nurse at St. John’s Hospital at Santa Monica, California as a critical care nurse; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou, hearing the call to return home to Guam in order to provide quality healthcare services to the sick, elderly and the disadvantaged people of our island returned with the vision and determination to improve healthcare services for the people of Guam; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou began to build a foundation of public service in the effort to promote quality healthcare services, thus began working as a staff nurse educator at the Guam Memorial Hospital and then moving on to become the Assistant Director of Nursing; and 

WHEREAS, elected to the 27th Guam Legislature, Senator Lou served as Chairwoman of the Committee on Rules & Health, viewed as one of the most powerful committees in the Legislature, while also serving as Majority Leader; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou has been a staunch supporter for healthcare for the people of Guam and is fervent in her work to improve the quality of healthcare on the island so, to better the lives of her constituency, she introduced significant legislation to positively affect the lives of our People, specifically the most vulnerable population in the community- the elderly, the indigent; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou introduced compelling legislation to raise the tobacco tax and alcohol tax on Guam where the monies were deposited into special funds called the Healthy Futures Fund and the Safe Home Safe Streets Fund, a direct funding source to support programs within numerous government agencies specifically geared toward the prevention and education of the negative affects of tobacco and alcohol use on our island, especially for our youth; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou knows of the devastating affects that tobacco smoking can have on an individual and their families, as well as second hand smoke and therefore acting on behalf of a brave 14-year old girl who suffers from a rare cancer disease which affects her breathing in enclosed areas, she introduced landmark legislation entitled the “Natasha Act” which bans smoking in restaurants and bars; and

WHEREAS, Senator Lou has been actively involved with the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures (APIL), has served as Vice Chair for the APIL Regional Health Council and worked collaboratively with island leaders from Hawaii, American Samoa, Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia, Saipan and Guam to pass numerous resolutions to improve healthcare in our region ; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lou was Past President for the Guam Nurses Association and People of Choice, and is still actively involved in numerous community organizations and activities which includes sitting on the board of the American Cancer Society, Guam Heart Association, Catholic Social Services, the Organization of Health and Medical Professional Women, a Charter Member for the Marianas International Soroptomist and the American Pacific Nurse Leaders Council which has evolved into a powerful group of men and women bringing nursing issues to the forefront of our island leaders; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, 47th Board Meeting, December 6-7, 2006, Republic of Palau, that the Board of Directors on behalf of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures hereby expresses its sincerest appreciation to Senator Lou Leon Guerrero for her contribution to the APIL Organization; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the APIL President shall certify and the APIL Secretary shall attest to the adoption hereof and copies of the same shall thereafter be transmitted to Senator Lou Leon Guerrero; the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor of the Island of Guam; the Speaker of the Guam Legislature and the Chief Executives and Legislative presiding officers of each member legislature of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures.
DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED ON THE 6TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2006. 

_______________________________

_____________________________
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WILLIAM NGIRAIKELAU

PRESIDENT
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